
Kindergarten 

READING

1.0 Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic
Vocabulary Development

Concepts About Print 
1.3 Understand that printed materials provide 

information. 
Vocabulary and Concept Development 
1.18 Describe common objects and events in both 

general and specific language.

2.0 Reading Comprehension
Structural Features of Informational Materials 
2.1 Locate the title, table of contents, name of author,

and name of illustrator. 
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text 
2.5 Ask and answer questions about essential elements

of a text. 

LISTENING AND SPEAKING 
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What Do All The Letters Sound Like?
supports 

the following California English–Language
Arts Content Standards.

What Do All The
Letters Sound Like?



1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies 
Comprehension
1.2 Share information and ideas, speaking audibly in

complete, coherent sentences. 

Instructional note:

The question of how to explain to a child, initially, the 
relationship between the 26 letters of the English alphabet
and the sounds they generate has become a point of some
pedagogical controversy, since the 26 letters are employed to
generate, in fact, a total of 44 different phonemes, or basic
sounds found in the language.

On the other hand, it is the singular function of all
letters, and each letter, to represent one or another sound
embodied in a word – the first thing a young reader needs to
learn and understand.

So how can a teacher discuss this function with a
child, in the very simplest terms, without the accusation of
promoting linguistic error? 

Asking and answering questions together, for 
example:

What does an A sound like?”, and
What words begin with an A sound?

while looking at, saying and repeating together the initial-
letter word examples of the common objects shown in this
book, allows the teacher to convey and the child to under-
stand the basic links between letter, sound, as well as both a
letter and its place in the full sound of a word, while safely
leaving more complex learning issues about letters and
sounds for a later point in instruction.
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KBN has been designated 
an internet learning resource (WIL) by CLRN,

the State of California Learning Resource
Network – a Guide to Standards-Aligned

Electronic Learning Resources and
Assessments for Teachers, Administrators

and Parents.

For more information on CLRN visit:
http://www.clrn.org


